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DUNKERQUE 2010 Sixth European Conference on Sustainable Cities and Towns

Atanaska Nikolova 

Deputy Mayor

Burgas Municipality
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Territory: 514,362 sq. km.Territory: 514,362 sq. km.
Population: 229 870 inhabitantsPopulation: 229 870 inhabitants . 
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Population: 229 870 inhabitantsPopulation: 229 870 inhabitants . 
Settlements: 13Settlements: 13
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Duration of sunshine Duration of sunshine 
between 2080between 2080––2270h/y2270h/y

Geothermal springsGeothermal springs
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theoretical potential  14, 4 mWhtheoretical potential  14, 4 mWh

Wind flow             Wind flow             
average annual density >200 W/m2average annual density >200 W/m2
annual speed > 6annual speed > 6--7 m/sec7 m/sec
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European and national legislationEuropean and national legislation

Commitment to the 20Commitment to the 20--2020--20 targets at the local  level 20 targets at the local level 
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Local potentials and favourable climate and geograp hic situationLocal potentials and favourable climate and geograp hic situation

Sustainable Now ProjectSustainable Now Project
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Reduction of carbon imprints Reduction of carbon imprints -- �
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Bulgarian legislation Bulgarian legislation –– �����	���� �	�������������������	���������	���� �	� ���������������

UrbanizationUrbanization !��	�����������	
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HIGH LEVEL OF POLITICAL COMMITMENT –

COVENANT OF MAYORS, FEBRUARY 10, 2009 .
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COVENANT OF MAYORS, FEBRUARY 10, 2009 .

-MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2007 – 2013 

- MUNICIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME– developed since 1 991

-ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION PLAN /EAP/ - on annual basis

-SUSTAINABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN 2010 – 2013

-MUNICIPAL STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY DEVELOPME NT 
2010 – 2020 
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Policy level Policy level –– ���������	
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Operational level Operational level 
Actions:Actions:
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“EUROPEAN SUSTAINABLE ENERGY COMMUNITIES – EFFECTIVE 
INTEGRATED LOCAL ENERGY ACTION TODAY” PROJECT

OBJECTIVES
•Develop capacity to strengthen the role of local and regional governments in the 
sustainable energy transition.
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•Create instruments that build on state-of-the-art Local Energy Action Plan 
(LEAP) 

•Support Local Governments in decision-making for integrated energy 
management, climate protection actions and securing local energy supply.

•Guide LEAP implementation in pilot communities.



THE PROCESS OF LEAP DEVELOPMENT  
THE KEY ROLE OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL

ROLE
� To support  Burgas Municipality during the 
process of development of  Sustainable Energy 
Policy at local level.

� To get commitment from industry/business. 
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� To get commitment from industry/business. 

PARTICIPANTS:
� Business
� NGO sector
� Regional representatives of the State 
Authority 
� Municipal administration
� Universities



THE PROCESS OF LEAP DEVELOPMENT  
THE KEY ROLE OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL

� Constant 
cooperation with 
Advisory council

� Public discussions 
� Co-ordination with   

Municipal Council 
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Municipal Council 

� Public involvement
� Implementation 

support by Advisory 
Council



THE PROCESS OF LEAP DEVELOPMENT  
“ADDED VALUE “ OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL

•involvement of stakeholders and end users in the whole process of local 
policy development, implementation and assessment;

•building a common understanding about economic and social benefits 
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•building a common understanding about economic and social benefits 
and environmental effects from energy efficiency measures;

•role of the cities and regions in EU policy and priorities implementation 
at community level.
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-SETTING COMMON TARGETS – EUROPE 2020
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-CLEAR POLITICAL COMMITMENT 

-BUILDING A COMMON UNDERSTANDING:

“ENERGY EFFICIENCY IS AN AREA WHERE FULL 
COMMON UNDERSTANDING IS POSSIBLE”
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